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IN RECOGNITION OF RAQUEL 
CASTAÑEDA-LÓPEZ 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 17, 2021 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
acknowledge the outstanding public service of 
Detroit City Council Member Raquel 
Castañeda-López for her work on behalf of the 
communities she serves in Detroit and Michi-
gan’s 13th Congressional District. 

Council Member Castañeda-López has 
proudly served the people of Detroit’s Sixth 
Council District since 2014. She has been 
driven in her work to pursue social justice and 
a better quality of life for all residents. Her 
roots in social work are evident in her caring 
and holistic approach to assisting residents, 
and it is reflected in the policies she has pur-
sued. During her tenure, Council Member 
Castañeda-López has prioritized making De-
troit a more inclusive and welcoming place for 
all its residents to call home. ‘‘Team Rocky’’ is 
what the community lovingly call her staff that 
work to ensure access to services. 

I have known Council Member Castañeda- 
López for many years, and it has been an 
honor to see her achieve so much on behalf 
of the people of Detroit. It has been a joy to 
see her love for the City of Detroit and its peo-
ple shine through in her work. 

Please join me as we recognize Detroit City 
Council Member Raquel Castañeda-López’s 
many contributions to the families of Detroit 
and the 13th Congressional District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GENERAL STEPHEN 
R. LYONS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 17, 2021 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor and privilege to pay tribute to an out-
standing leader and warrior, Army General 
Stephen R. Lyons, Commander of U.S. Trans-
portation Command. General Lyons is soon 
retiring, having served this great Nation for 38 
years and completing a most distinguished ca-
reer. 

General Lyons graduated from Rochester 
Institute of Technology in 1983, where he re-
ceived a degree in Criminology. He began his 
career in Germany during the Cold War and 
subsequently held a wide range of operational 
assignments to include command at company, 
battalion, brigade, and major command levels. 
Since 2003, he has spent over 40 months de-
ployed to the U.S. Central Command area of 
responsibility in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. He 
often speaks of his time in command of the 
703d Main Support Battalion, 3d Infantry Divi-
sion at Fort Stewart, Georgia as being one of 

his most rewarding assignments. While in 
command, his battalion provided mission crit-
ical necessary support during the initial ‘‘thun-
der run’’ into Iraq in 2003. 

A constant voice of reason, motivation, and 
inspiration, General Lyons has devoted his life 
to this Nation. He has provided sound counsel 
to leaders at all levels, and built trust with the 
American people through his impressive ac-
tions. I have personally sought his advice, as 
have my colleagues. The Members of this 
Chamber and workers across many parts of 
the Federal Government will miss his leader-
ship and candor. 

General Lyons’ illustrious career is culmi-
nating with his current position, where he 
leads the 144,000 men and women of U.S. 
Transportation Command. He is responsible 
for coordinating the Department of Defense’s 
global deployment and distribution enterprise. 
His transformational leadership has bolstered 
warfighter readiness, increased cyber aware-
ness and security, and prepared the Depart-
ment of Defense for challenging transportation 
and logistics missions in the future. General 
Lyons’ leadership abilities were on full display 
as he successfully oversaw the largest Non- 
combatant Evacuation Operation airlift in U.S. 
history. He challenged deliberate planning as-
sumptions from day one and compelled the 
Joint Force to adapt and evolve for the dy-
namic and uncertain operating environment of 
tomorrow. 

In addition to General Lyons’ service, 
Maureen, his wife of 32 years, also selflessly 
served this great Nation. She devoted her life 
to caring for families under his command and 
in their community. I cannot overstate the im-
portance of the support the spouses and fami-
lies provide to their service members in our 
Armed Forces. Service and sacrifice are not 
limited to just the service member, but often 
extend to the entire family. On behalf of the 
U.S. Congress and a grateful Nation, we thank 
Maureen and their children, Kara and Dylan, 
for their continued and dedicated service to 
our military and our Nation. Although the Army 
will say goodbye to General Lyons and 
Maureen, we know that the Lyons family’s leg-
acy and devotion to the service of this great 
Nation will continue for years to come. 

I would like to help close out the final chap-
ter of this inspiring Soldier and Joint Force 
leader’s career with a heartfelt thank you from 
all the men and women of the U.S. Congress 
and Nation. General Lyons, Godspeed. We 
thank you, Maureen, and the entire Lyons 
family, for your service over a remarkable 38- 
year career. We wish you well in your future 
endeavors. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND MUSIC 
OF MR. JEFF STICE 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 17, 2021 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of my friend, 

Mr. Jeff Stice, who went to be with the Lord 
unexpectedly on September 14, 2021, at the 
age of 61. 

Mr. Stice, affectionately known as ‘Mr. Piano 
Man,’ was a multi-award-winning gospel music 
pianist with a prolific music career. He first laid 
hands on a piano as a young boy, and quickly 
showed a great talent on the instrument. At 
the age of fifteen, Jeff played for his first gos-
pel quartet, alongside his father. He went on 
to study piano at Western Kentucky University, 
where he refined his natural talent and gained 
an even greater appreciation for music. Short-
ly thereafter, he began to venture into gospel 
music professionally. During his early career, 
he played with the Blackwood Brothers, the 
Rex Nelon Singers, and Perfect Heart, and 
appeared alongside countless other gospel 
groups, including the legendary Oak Ridge 
Boys, as well as venturing into solo per-
forming. Jeff later helped form the Triumphant 
Quartet at Louise Mandrell’s music theater in 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. Mr. Stice spent 
twelve years playing with Triumphant, during 
which time he was inducted into the 
Edmonson County Music Hall of Fame, in his 
hometown of Brownsville, Kentucky, and co- 
produced the Grammy-nominated album Ev-
eryday. In 2016, he was inducted into the 
GMA Gospel Music Hall of Fame for his ear-
lier work with the Rex Nelon Singers. His ca-
reer as a solo musician earned him the honor 
of performing at Carnegie Hall, the U.S. Cap-
itol, and other esteemed venues throughout 
the country. 

In 2014, Jeff rededicated his life to Christ 
and began to focus more intimately on his re-
lationship with God. He continued to perform 
as a solo musician, pianist, and producer for 
countless gospel groups, with the mission of 
using music to convey his unshakeable faith in 
the Lord. 

Jeff is survived by his loving wife Stacey 
and their four children. He will be greatly 
missed, not only by his family and in his com-
munity, but by gospel music fans everywhere. 
On behalf of the 11th Congressional District of 
Georgia, and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, I offer my heartfelt condolences 
and prayers to Mr. Jeff Stice’s family and com-
mend the legacy he leaves to his family and 
friends and the entire gospel music world. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF TOMMY WEAVER 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 17, 2021 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Tommy Weaver, a lifelong na-
tive of East Texas, who passed away recently 
at the age of 70. 

On April 26, 1951, Tommy was born to 
Charlie ‘‘CC’’ Chester and Winnie Bell Weaver 
in Jasper, Texas. His father worked at Keller 
Industries, and his mother worked in the food 
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service department at Woodville ISD. Tommy 
was truly blessed to have one of the best 
cooks in Southeast Texas as his mother, and 
his meals were southern-style home-cooking 
for the whole family. Tommy loved the holi-
days, as it was a time when his family came 
together to enjoy his mother’s meals and each 
other’s company at the old home place. 

While attending Kirby High School, Tommy 
was actively involved in sports, As a teenager, 
he developed a love of hunting. Tommy felt 
blessed to have been raised in East Texas, 
surrounded by nature and wildlife. On any 
given day, you could find him fishing in ‘‘Dam 
B’’, swimming in Wolf Creek lake, or chasing 
squirrels. Being the baby of the family, there 
was a never a dull moment and always plenty 
to do. 

In 1973, Tommy graduated from Lamar Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s in accounting. Shortly 
after, Tommy married the love of his life, 
Kathy Harriett Tolar. They started their lives 
together in Beaumont, TX, where he worked 
with Edgar and Kiker, CPAs. After a few 
years, Tommy and Kathy returned home to 
Woodville, where Tommy established his ac-
counting firm, Weaver and Smith, CPAs. In 
1987, he began working at Woodville ISD as 
the Assistant Superintendent of Finance, 
where he would spend the next 23 years be-
fore his retirement. 

After he was retired, Tommy continued to 
do what he liked best: hunting, golfing, and 
watching his grandchildren play. He also en-
joyed utilizing his financial expertise volun-
teering with numerous organizations such as 
First Baptist Church, Jacob’s Ladder Learning 
Center, the Lions Club, and Allan Shivers Li-
brary. Additionally, Tommy served on the 
board of Tyler County Hospital and ultimately 
became Chairman. 

Tommy made life-long friends over his 43 
years of membership in the Woodville Lions 
Club, including honors such as: the Out-
standing Lion of the Year, Long Time Service, 
Lifetime Membership in Texas Lions Camp, 
and the prestigious Melvin Jones Fellowship 
Award. Tommy recently received a Certificate 
of Appreciation for his outstanding commit-
ment and dedication to service, which was 
presented to his sons on his behalf. 

Early in life, Tommy’s mother instilled in him 
the love of his Lord and Savior, and as a 
young boy he attended Ebenezer Baptist 
Church. Tommy later led his family to become 
members of the First Baptist Church of Wood-
ville, where he served as trustee and a dea-
con. Tommy thoroughly enjoyed his men’s 
Sunday school class and occasionally filled in 
as the teacher, using his passion and thought-
fulness to deliver the weekly lesson. 

Tommy’s primary devotion throughout life 
was the growth and support of his family. He 
spent many years coaching his three boys in 
various sports. While not on the sports field, 
they could usually be found out enjoying na-
ture with their father. Nothing brought Tommy 
more pleasure than taking his boys hunting 
and ‘‘bringing home the meat.’’ The time spent 
together in sports and outdoors is where 
Tommy instilled in his boys the same values 
and faith that guided him throughout his life. 
Tommy and Kathy were both blessed to have 
the privilege of watching their three boys grow 
to be leaders within their communities. 

Tommy and Kathy both enjoyed traveling. 
One of their most memorable trips was to Ath-
ens, Greece, where they visited the 

Areopagus (Mars Hill) where Paul the Apostle 
gave his most famous message. Tommy es-
pecially enjoyed reading the books of the Bible 
written by Paul. 

Tommy’s greatest love was his family and 
seven grandchildren, who lovingly called him 
‘‘Pops.’’ The beloved family dog, Toto, always 
knew when Pops was home and frequently 
landed in his lap for a cuddle. Tommy is re-
membered by his family as ‘‘an oak tree . . . 
strong, mighty, and courageous.’’ 

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Charlie ‘‘CC’’ and Winnie Bell Weaver, and his 
sister Virginia Carruth. He is survived by his 
devoted wife of 46 years, Kathy Tolar Weaver 
of Doucette; sons, Travis and wife Jamie of 
Doucette, Ryan and wife Amanda of Lum-
berton, Lane and wife Amber of Kingwood; 
grandchildren, Reed, Laural, Tyler, Karson, 
Lathan, Lucas, and Blake; brothers, Charley 
and wife Diana of San Antonio, Kenneth and 
wife Charlotte of Woodville; sister, Barbara 
Wilson of Woodville, as well as numerous 
nephews and nieces. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to honor my 
friend Tommy Weaver for his many years of 
faithful service to his community. My thoughts 
and prayers remain with his family and friends 
during this difficult time. 

f 

CONGRESSMAN MRVAN CELE-
BRATES HISPANIC HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 17, 2021 

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I rise to cel-
ebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month. 
From September 15, 2021 to October 15, 
2021, the people of the United States will 
once again celebrate the histories, cultures, 
traditions, and contributions of our Hispanic 
American community. As a lifelong resident of 
Northwest Indiana, in honor of this special 
month, I would like to pay tribute to two truly 
outstanding local Hispanic community leaders, 
the late Jesse Gomez and Rosemarie Gomez. 

Jesse Gomez was born on April 5, 1920 in 
East Chicago, Indiana. He was elected East 
Chicago City Councilman in 1963, making him 
the first person of Hispanic descent to be 
elected to political office in the city, as well as 
in the state of Indiana. Mr. Gomez served 
three consecutive terms as councilman and 
was elected Council President twice during his 
tenure. His election and time in office was es-
pecially significant in that it opened political 
doors for the Hispanic community throughout 
the city of East Chicago and beyond. During 
his career, Jesse was also appointed Manager 
of the East Chicago License Bureau and 
served as Deputy Clerk in the Lake County 
Treasurer’s office and Assistant Deputy for the 
Lake County Assessor’s office. Jesse Gomez 
passed away on August 31, 1979, leaving an 
indelible mark in Northwest Indiana’s history. 
He is survived by his wife, Rosemarie, four 
beloved children and many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Throughout his life, Mr. 
Gomez successfully advocated for the inter-
ests and rights of the Hispanic community 
throughout the region and the state. We are 
truly grateful for Jesse’s remarkable contribu-

tions, and his legacy will remain a cornerstone 
for the Hispanic community and for all of 
Northwest Indiana. 

Rosemarie Gomez was born on January 14, 
1926 in Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico. As a child, 
her family traveled back and forth between 
Mexico and the United States. She and Jesse 
made their home in East Chicago, and after 
Jesse’s passing, Rosemarie was selected to 
replace him on the East Chicago City Council. 
This made her the first Hispanic female to 
serve in any political office in East Chicago. 
Throughout the years, Mrs. Gomez has given 
of her time and efforts to the city of East Chi-
cago and to the Hispanic community. The pur-
suit of quality education has always been of 
utmost importance to Rosemarie, and she has 
always made it a point to instill these values 
in her children and grandchildren. Throughout 
the years, she has dedicated much of her time 
to the East Chicago Public Library. Among her 
many projects with the library, for twenty years 
Mrs. Gomez volunteered to decorate a Mexi-
can-themed Christmas tree for the library’s 
‘‘Christmas Around the World’’ exhibit. For her 
dedication and commitment to the Hispanic 
community, and to the city of East Chicago 
and beyond, Rosemarie is worthy of our high-
est praise and everlasting gratitude. 

Madam Speaker, at this time, I ask you and 
my other distinguished colleagues to join me 
in celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month. Our 
nation’s success is reliant upon the rich herit-
age and cultural diversity of its people, and 
the extraordinary contributions of citizens such 
as Jesse and Rosemarie Gomez, who have 
improved the quality of life for generations to 
come. This month, and always, we honor the 
many Hispanic members of our communities 
who have added to the prosperity of the 
United States and who have enriched our lives 
and the culture of our great nation. 

f 

HONORING PALM SPRINGS POLICE 
CHIEF BRIAN REYES 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 17, 2021 

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the career of Palm Springs Police Chief 
Bryan Reyes who has retired after nearly 30 
years of service to our community. 

A veteran of the United States Marine 
Corps, Chief Reyes began his career in law 
enforcement as a reserve police officer for the 
Compton Police Department in 1991. After 
transferring to the Palm Springs Police Depart-
ment in 1993, he rose through the ranks— 
serving as an officer, detective, sergeant, lieu-
tenant, and captain before ultimately police 
chief. 

Chief Reyes led the Palm Springs Police 
Department through difficult times. On October 
8, 2016, during the first year of his tenure as 
Chief of Police, Palm Springs police officers 
Lesley Zerebny and Gilbert Vega were trag-
ically killed in the line of duty. Chief Reyes 
recognized the devastating impact this would 
have on the department, community, and the 
officers’ families. He prioritized the mental 
health needs of those affected and his guid-
ance brought us all closer together in this time 
of mourning. 

I am honored to have collaborated with 
Chief Reyes in authoring legislation to com-
memorate the tremendous sacrifice made by 
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